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(OneGreatBigSmallBoro) 

 

Storm Water Task Force Meeting Minutes 

July 23, 2020 

6:30 pm 

 

  Attendees 

Dave Odom – Councilman  Ron Costa – Borough Resident 

Paul Dern – Councilman*  Dave Vento – Councilman 

Bob Mitall – Borough Engineer Mike Diguilio – Municipal/Water Authority* 

Dave Reynolds – Borough Resident* Carey Cole – Borough Resident 

Mike Thomas – Borough Manager* Tyson Miller – KU Engineering 

Bill Bonura – Municipal/Water Authority* Lenny White – KU Engineering* 

Dave Soboslay – Asst. Borough Manager 
*Not Present 

 
1. Review Submitted Applications for Vacant Positions on Storm Water Task Force. 

 
Two residents submitted their applications for the vacant positions on the task force.  The 
task force discussed the relative information contained in the respective applications and will 
provide their recommendation to council which will be discussed at the August 3rd Council 
Work Session. 
 

2. Review Status of Interim Solutions from Borough Engineer Community Storm Water Issues 
List. 
 
a. Nassau Dr. – Phase 2 status: replace 520 LF of pipe and existing “beehive” grate 
(Estimated Completion Date: 31 August). 
 
The property has been surveyed and staked for construction.  The headwall and other 
necessary materials were ordered and have been received.  Staff is working to obtain a 
construction agreement with the property owners to obtain permission to work on the 
properties.  The existing drainage easement is between two properties and the easement is 
not wide enough to accommodate the excavation and equipment within the easement.  The 
work will impact properties outside of the legal right of way.  The work will be scheduled 
immediately following the execution of construction agreements.  Due to other, more 
pressing problem areas (sink holes, collapsed pipes, etc.) there are currently 5 projects that 
have been placed in the que ahead of this work for scheduling.  Estimated time to complete 
is now the end of August. 
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b. Proposed Long Term Solutions (KU Resources Recommendations Update) 
 

The grant application for the Center Beach project (provides mitigation for storm water 
issues for Unity and downstream of Anderson Ave.) will be submitted by July 31st.  KU 
Resources continues the work to finalize the project recommendations so that the task 
force can review and present to council.  There is an initial meeting (tentatively scheduled 
for August 27th) with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to discuss the 
four long term solution storm water projects (1. Oblock, 2. Anderson Ave., 3. Center 
Beach and 4. College Ave). 

 
3. Update on Storm Water Work Completed Since the Last Meeting 

 

 Duquesne Blvd – Borough crews performed work to replace a storm line that was 
sinking in front of 99-107 Duquesne Blvd. The pipe was old tin whistle buried 10-11 
feet below grade, and right above a gas line. Installed 110 ft of 18-inch N-2 pipe. 244 
tons of 2A limestone used for backfill.  Also used 10-80 lb. bags of concrete mix and 
54 yards of topsoil. The restoration of the parking area will need to be bid out, and the 
area is too large for Borough crews to handle.  299 man hours were spent on this 
project. Total cost, labor, materials and equipment to date: $41,471.41. 
 

 Surfside @ Tivoli – Project to replace collapsed pipe: Borough crews Installed: 25 ft of 
15 inch N-2 pipe; 36 inch precast concrete inlet, 26 tons of 2A modified limestone; 5.5 
tons of asphalt binder and 1 ton of asphalt topcoat. 99 man hours were spent on this 
project. Total cost, labor, materials and equipment to date: $10,230.00 
 

 Chapparal Drive – This street was hit with floodwaters in July 2019. Borough crews 
are working to replace just about storm water facilities on this street. This project is 
about 40 to 50 percent complete. Crews replaced 262 feet of 15 inch N2 pipe; 
replaced 154 feet of 18 inch N-12 pipe; replaced 30 ft. of 30 inch N-12 pipe; Installed 
34 feet of 4 inch SDR 35 pipe; installed elbows and wyes,; installed 15 risers, 6 steel 
frames, 3 bicycle safe grates; 306 tons of 2-A modified limestone; 73 tons of asphalt 
binder; 65 tons of asphalt top; 840 man hours. Total cost, labor, materials and 
equipment - $106,451.00. 

 
Total of 1238 Manhours, $158,152.41 in total expenses 

 
4. Review New Storm Water Issues and Emails Sent to Storm Water Task Force 

 
a. Potential for survey on holding public meeting and development of a report on storm 

water task force efforts for public dissemination. (Received 7/10) 
 
Task force members discussed this recommendation and concluded that the public 
meeting should be conducted (see item 6. below) as soon as possible as there is a clear 
gap in the ability to both communicate the status of task force efforts and allow members 
of the public to interact with task force members regarding suggestions and/or 
recommendations. 
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b. Ability for public to contribute ideas and attend meetings. (Received 7/10) 

 
Task force members discussed this recommendation and concluded that the concept and 
details of this should be discussed with the public during the public meeting.  
 

c. Provide a mechanism for citizens to learn more about what the task force has planned 
and allowing citizens to provide input on proposed projects and processes.  Inquiry 
regarding ownership of Highlands Basin 3. (Received 7/21) 
 
Task force members discussed this recommendation and concluded that mechanism for 
citizens to learn more about what the task force has planned could be summarized in a 
formal report (See item 7. below)  
 

5. McCormick-Taylor Public Engagement Services Overview (Ken Rich) 
 
The task force invited Ken Rich from McCormick-Taylor to the meeting to present information 
regarding services his company provides that may be useful to the task force initiatives of ways to 
improve communication and engaging with the public.  Ken Rich is a public engagement facilitator 
and conflict resolution specialist that supports organizations planning engagements with the 
community.  Ken provided a summary of McCormick-Taylor public engagement services and 
indicated that upon request of the task force he could be leveraged to assist in planning and 
facilitating any public meetings.  The task force will make a recommendation to council regarding 
the use of services provided by McCormick-Taylor.  
 

6. Public Meeting Planning 
 
SWTF members agreed that the public meeting should be held on Saturday, September 12th.  
This would allow the task force to use the month of August to plan and develop the agenda 
and content for the meeting.  The public meeting would be conducted face-to-face, however; 
the number of attendees may be limited due to state enacted social distancing requirements.  
As a result of the potential for limiting attendance, the task force would have an electronic 
signup list posted to the Boro website that would allow residents to sign up (on a first come, 
first serve basis).  The meeting would also be live-streamed in support of those residents 
who were unable to attend in person.  Ken Rich also recommended follow-on community 
advisory committee meetings that would serve as an open forum for members of the 
community to interact with the task force in person so that the lines of communication remain 
open.  The periodicity of the meetings would be discussed during the public meeting. 
 

7. Discuss Options for Disseminating Information to Residents about Task Force 
 
Task force members recommended that a formal report be developed that serves as a 
vehicle to inform citizens on what actions the task force has taken over the last 6-months and 
what is currently being planned. The information would be summarized in a formal report that 
would be published no later than one week before the public meeting to allow time for 
residents to review the information and formulate any feedback that would be provided during 
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the public meeting.  Task force members recommended that the report be video based and 
leverage a multimedia presentation format rather than a written report as the minutes of the 
task force have been serving as the written dissemination of information from task force 
meetings.  The overwhelming concern of task force members is that residents would be less 
inclined to read an extensive document and would prefer a video. 

 
The next Storm Water Task Force meeting is scheduled for August 20th. 


