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Visit us on the web! 
www.plumboro.com 

SAFE PLUM!! 

Plum Borough residents are living in one of the safest places 
in America, according to a recent study.   
 
“Neighborhood Scouts” has released a list of the top 100 saf-
est cities in America and Plum has ranked number 6 and is 
considered safer than 79% of the cities in the nation. 
 
Compared to communities within Pennsylvania, Plum’s crime 
rate is lower than nearly 61% of the state’s cities and towns, 
according to the report. 
 
Cities in America with 25,000 or more people were included 
in the ranking system.  A city’s rank was based on the total 
number of property and violent crimes per 1,000 residents.  
Crimes included burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, 
murder, forcible rape, armed robbery and aggravated as-
sault. 
 
Michael A. Thomas 
Borough Manager 
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Electronic Waste Disposal is Changing! 

Former Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell signed the Covered Device Recycling Act of 2010 
into law in November 2010 which does not permit electronic waste to be deposited into any 
Pennsylvania landfill.  
 

Effective January 23, 2013 you are no longer permitted to dispose of any electronic waste 
through your regular trash collection.   

 
Any eWaste left curbside for trash pick-up will not be collected by our contracted trash hauler.  Electronic 
waste includes, but is not limited to, computers, monitors, televisions, VCR’s and DVD players, microwave 
ovens and other similar electronics and appliances regardless of their date of manufacture.   
 
Since you may no longer dispose of this waste curbside, you need to make other arrangements.  Plum Bor-
ough is not planning to collect eWaste or amend the contract with our hauler to collect eWaste.  However, 
Plum Borough is lucky to have an authorized recycler of eWaste located in the Borough.  eLoop is located at 
625 Plum Industrial Court and will accept all of your eWaste at no cost to you! (Some exclusions apply for 
batteries, ballasts and small appliances with Freon).  You may drop off your eWaste at eLoop between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday. If you are unsure if eLoop will take your item, please 
contact them at (724) 519-7646 for further information.  You can also visit www.eloopllc.com for additional 
information on eWaste recycling. 

Did you know?   
 
A significant function of the Planning/Zoning, Building Inspection Department is the issuance of permits.  
Permit applications are required for the following residential activities:  
 
A Residential Building Permit is required for all new dwellings, additions, decks, porches and porch 
roofs, all swimming pools greater than 24” deep, spas and hot tubs, accessory structures over 1000 square 
feet, structural alterations, fences over 6 feet, retaining walls over 4 feet, sidewalks and driveways more 
than 30 inches above adjacent grade, and demolitions. 
 
Zoning certificates are required for sheds detached garages, carports, pavilions, gazebos, greenhouses 
and pool houses. Please note that there are size limitations of these structures as they relate to the acre-
age of your property. 
 
Occupancy permits are required for all residential structures whenever there is a change in ownership or 

residents, not more than once every 2 years regardless of the number of occupancy changes. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PLANNING/ZONING                     
DEPARTMENT:  

http://www.eloopllc.com
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From the Office of the Engineer     

RF Mitall and Associates    

 

Are you prepared for a FLOOD? 
Disaster preparation is one of the most underestimated tasks a homeowner can do to keep safe and se-
cure.  Before the creeks rise and storm water is flowing, the following emergency items are suggested 
for a few days with no power:     

NUTRITION 

Water  

1 gal/person/day 

Fruits (canned) 

vegetables (canned) 

No Perishables 

can opener 

Protein or fruit bars 

Dry cereal or granola 

Peanut butter 

Dried fruit 

Nuts 

Crackers 

Canned juice 

SAFETY 

Make sure furnace and water heaters 

are up off the basement floor 

Never touch electrical equipment 

when standing in water 

Move power strips off floor 

Turn off utilities if possible 

Check on elderly or neighbors 

Leash pets 

Inform someone out of harm’s way 

your status 

Consider having a check valve in-

stalled to eliminate sewage from 

backing up into the house. 

THINGS YOU CAN DO TO MINIMIZE ON- 

CREEK EROSION AND FLOODING  

Do not remove all vegetation along 

creek banks 

Do not dump lawn waste near or in 

creeks 

Avoid building anything near or on 

the banks 

DID YOU KNOW???? 

It only takes 6 inches of rushing water 

to knock down a grown man. 

Only 2 feet of rushing water can easi-

ly carry away an SUV 

For more information regarding this topic, please feel free to contact the 

Borough Engineer’s Office or go to 

  

http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/ 
 

George Anderson, PE 
RF Mitall and Associates 
117 Sagamore Hill Road 

Pittsburgh, PA 15239  
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Resident Question: 

No Parking—Snow Removal! 

The Borough would like to remind residents that on-street parking is prohibited during 
any snow event.  Vehicles parked in cul-de-sacs prevent snow plow operators from plow-
ing and treating those areas.  The blowing and shoveling of snow onto the cart way of 
Borough streets is also prohibited.  (Reference Ordinance No. 810-08 Appendix A) 
 
On-street parking limits our ability to provide the effective and efficient service that is 
our goal.  Your cooperation will help us deliver our best winter services during the long, cold, 
snowy months ahead! 

             

Please explain homeowner responsibility versus Borough responsibility concerning sewer line 
blockage.  Does the responsibility of  the homeowner go beyond the pipe connection to the main 
line or lateral main...that is the pipe that goes parallel to the street.   

Great question!  The Manager of the Plum Borough Municipal Authority responded: 

In a typical single-family residence situation, the homeowner would be responsible for any block-
age that would occur from the house sewer or lateral to the point of connection at the main sewer.  
 
However, it becomes more involved and complicated when the main sewer line 
clogs and backs up into a residence. Under the Tort Claims Act a governmental 
agency must have had prior knowledge of a situation or the problem that caused 
the damage/backup to be held liable.  
 
In many cases the Authority is unaware of the problem until the home is flooded. 
For that reason, many of the Insurance claims that are turned into the Authority’s 
Insurance Company are denied.  
 
I believe that with the recent vehicle purchases the Authority has made, we have enhanced our 
ability to reduce the amount of sewer backups to our customers. Additionally, we have taken a  
pro-active approach in making repairs and reducing Inflow and Infiltration into the sanitary sewer 
collection system.  
 
Even with these efforts and practices in place, there is no guarantee that a resident’s home won’t 
experience a backup at some point in time. We encourage all of our customers to purchase sewer 
backup insurance through their Homeowner’s Insurance Co. The annual cost for coverage is rela-
tively inexpensive ($50- $75) and is well worth it in the event that a backup occurs.  
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Keeping roads open in winter often means plowing deep snow as far to the edge of 
the roadway as possible to allow for additional accumulations.  Normally, if a mail-
box is placed as far beyond the shoulder of the highway as the postal carrier can 

reach and it is firmly supported, it should have no problem withstanding the weight 
of the snow as a plow passes. 

 
The Department of Public Works offers these tips to help eliminate the possibility of a mailbox 

being damaged this winter: 
 

 Inspect your mailbox and support post prior to the winter season to ensure that it is in good 

condition 
 

 Place a 6-8 inch piece of reflective tape on the mailbox to help snow plow operators see it at 

night 
 

 Remove snow from around the mailbox but avoid throwing it back onto the road 

 

 If damage was experienced in the past, homeowners may want to consider relocating the 

mailbox before winter 
 
Snow plow operators make every attempt to maintain lower speeds when plowing in areas where 
mailboxes are present.  Occasionally higher speeds must be maintained to contend with heavy, 
wet snow.   
 
Taking steps to ensure the visibility and stability of mailboxes will help the Department of Public 
Works and postal carriers deliver their best this winter. 
 
If your mailbox is damaged, please contact the Borough of Plum Department of Public Works by 
calling:  412-795-6800 ext. 251 or by e-mail: tusher@plumboro.com 

Prepare Your Mailbox For Winter!! 

            A MESSAGE FROM THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PLUM POLICE DEPARTMENT   

With the holiday season behind us, many people may have received small electronics or technology related items as gifts. 

These types of items include iPods, tablet and laptop computers, GPS devices, smart phones, and other forms of small elec-
tronics. While these devices have become very popular within our culture because of the way they enhance our quality of 

life; they are also popular with thieves who desire these types of items when stealing from vehicles. Small electronics are 
ideal targets for people who steal from vehicles for a variety of reasons: 

 

They are small and easily concealable 
They are valuable, ensuring a larger cash return 

They are popular, enabling them to be sold or traded quickly 
They are often not uniquely identifiable by their owners 

They are readily available in vehicles  
 

Adopted in 1998, subsection 3934 of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code, titled Theft from a Motor Vehicle, addresses theft of 

movable property from a person’s vehicle and establishes specific grading of the offense based on the value of the items 
stolen. Offenses under this subsection can range from a third degree misdemeanor for a single offense involving a value of 

less than $50, to a third degree felony for three subsequent offenses within a five year period, regardless of the values. 
 

Thefts from vehicles are a far too common problem in Plum Borough. Despite being almost entirely preventable, the police 

department continually receives reports of thefts from vehicles where items such as those described above are taken and 
rarely seen again. We use the word preventable because in the overwhelming majority of these types of incidents, the vehi-

cle involved was left unlocked with the valuables inside. It is very rare to see forced entry thefts from vehicles. The reason 
being is that the perpetrators of these types of crimes are usually petty thieves, juveniles, or drug addicts looking to steal as 

much as they can within a period of time while going unnoticed. Gaining access to a secured vehicle usually involves skills 
which they do not possess, or requires the use of brute force, such as the breaking of a window. Doing so, however, not 

only makes considerable noise, which increases their risk of being noticed; but it also poses the risk of being cut with the 

glass which could associate the perpetrator to the crime through physical evidence left at the scene. 
 

Because of these risks, the thieves will move from car to car looking for only those vehicles which allow for easy access. If 
the vehicle is locked, they will usually move on to the next one. If the vehicle is unlocked, but contains no items of specific 

interest such as cash or small electronics, they will move on to a more lucrative target. It is these two factors that make 

these types of thefts entirely preventable. 
 

To avoid becoming a victim of theft from a motor vehicle, follow these simple rules: 
 

 Always lock your vehicle! Regardless of what is inside, it is a good idea to secure your car. 

 Don’t leave valuables inside your vehicle. Make a habit of taking them inside once you are done with them. 

 Don’t leave valuables in plain sight. If you must leave something inside the vehicle, place it in the glove compart-

ment, console, under the seat, or other area where it is not readily visible from outside your vehicle. Don’t tempt the 

thief. 
 Park your vehicle in a well lit area. Thieves do not like light. 

 When parking at home, park in the driveway, preferably with a motion activated light nearby. The closer the thief 

has to get to the house, the more uncomfortable they may feel.   
 When parking in a shopping area, park near a camera. Most department stores and shopping centers have them 

now. Look for a spot that is close to and unblocked from a cameras view. 

 Document your valuables. Record the make, model, and serial numbers of your valuable small electronics. If possi-

ble, document any identifying marks on the item which are unique. This will assist in the recovery of the items in the 
event they are stolen. 

 

Following these simple suggestions will ensure that you will be enjoying your small electronics for years to come; or at least 
for the several months you’ll have until the manufacturer comes out with a newer, better version of what you have now. 
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        Winter Weather Reminders: 

Keep your vehicle free of snow and ice while driving this winter. Section 3720 of the PA    
Vehicle Code allows for fines to be imposed against the operators of vehicles that have snow 
or ice dislodge from their vehicle and strike another vehicle or pedestrian. Fines for violating 
this subsection range from not less than $ 200 or more than $ 1,000 for each offense. 
 
Plum Borough ordinance 810-08 makes it unlawful, during any snow event, to park a vehicle 
on any Borough road or cul-de-sac that is posted with a “No Parking / Winter Maintenance” 
sign. It is also unlawful during these times to deposit snow onto a Borough street by shoveling, snow 
blowing, plowing, or by any other means. A “snow event” is defined as a period of time when the National 
Weather Service has predicted an accumulation of snow for Plum Borough within a 24 hour period from 
November 1st to April 1st. Fines for violating this ordinance can reach up to $ 300 for subsequent offenses.  

PLUM SENIOR COMMUNITY CENTER HAPPENINGS 

Tai Chi commenced Wednesday, January 9, 2013.  The instructors are Jim Davis and Steve Bodnar.  
The Program runs for 8 weeks.  Cost is $40.00.  Beginner class is 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm with the Ad-
vanced class 7:30 – 8:30 pm.  Call Jim Davis for more details at 412-798-2937. 

 
January 21st –   The Center is closed in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 
January 22nd - Dr. Larson, Podiatrist, will be at the Center for foot care.  Please bring your 

insurance card and any co-payment that you may have.  Register at the Senior Center by 
calling 412-795-2330 or signing the “Sign-Up” sheet at the Center. 

 
January 23rd – Family Links will be at the Center from 11:00 am – 12:30 pm topic is “Benefits Coun-

seling.”  The representatives will meet with seniors who are in need of assistance in the home, or 
concerns they may have with medical assistance, food stamps, etc. 

 
January 30th – CCAC Occupational Therapy Students will be at the Center for six weeks beginning on 

Wednesday, January 30th.  Take advantage of the programs and activities that they offer.  Visit 
www.plumseniorcenter.org for information on the start date for the Lifetime Enrichment class being 
offered at the Center by CCAC. 

 
January 31st – “BROWN BAG MEDICATION PROGRAM” with Pharmacist Elizabeth Dobbs from CVS 

Pharmacy in New Kensington.  Time:  11:00 am.  Bring your medications, vitamins and any addition-
al over the counter medications that you may take in your brown bag.  Elizabeth will review your 
bags and make recommendations.  Excellent Program with lots of give-a-ways! 

 
The Lifetime Enrichment programs (CCAC Courses) are open to Allegheny County Residents over the 

age of 60.  The Center will be offering the following programs:  Lunch, Learn & Lectures (Pittsburgh 
history, art and artists, and travelogues) as well as Digital Photography and Wii for beginners.  

  
February 1st –   OPT trip to the Waterworks Shopping Plaza, 10:30 am to 2:30 pm. Enjoy a day of 

shopping and lunch. 
 
February 4th –   Income Tax Preparation begins at the Center.  Call to make your   

appointment!  These services are available from 9 am to 2 pm on Mondays & Fri-
days until April 15th. NOTE:  You must make an appointment—NO WALK-INS!!   
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PLUM SENIOR COMMUNITY CENTER HAPPENINGS 
JANUARY—FEBRUARY—MARCH 2013 

Times Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

9:00 am       

9:15 am Low-Impact 
Aerobics 

 Silver Sneakers 
Cardio Circuit 

 Low-Impact 
Aerobics 

 

10-11:30 am   Blood Pressure 
Testing & Craft 
Group 

Blood Pressure 
Testing & Line 
Dancing 

  

10:30 am Silver Sneakers 
MSROM 

Yoga Stretch Silver Sneakers 
MSROM  

 Silver Sneakers 
MSROM 

Zumba 

11:30 am Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch  
Stroke Survivors 
Group Meeting 

Lunch  

12:30 pm   Country Western 
Band 

   

12:45 pm Bingo 500 & Poker  Euchre & Poker Bingo   

1:00 pm  Dominoes     

6:30 pm  Zumbtomics-
Zumba-Adults 

Tai Chi Advanced    

7:30 pm    Tai Chi 
Beginner 

   

MSROM—Muscle Strength Range of Motion 

Daily/Weekly Activities... 

Have lunch at the Center! 
Hot lunches served daily 11:30 am to 

12:15 pm  Reservations are required by 
Noon the day before your desired 

lunch date to reserve your hot lunch.  

If you are recuperating from an illness, accident or sur-

gery our Home Delivered Meal Program delivers meals 

throughout the community five days a week.  You can 

request meals from a week to several months as neces-

sary.   To be eligible for Home Delivered Meals one 

must be 60 years of age, live in Plum Borough and need 

assistance.  Call 412-795-2330 and ask for Toni Franco.  

Visit our web site at:  www.plumseniorcenter.org for 

additional details. 

  

HOME DELIVERED MEALS FOR SENIORS 
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Monthly Activities at the Plum Senior Center ... 

Program Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Poetry Café 1st Monday of 
Each month 

   
 

 

Advisory Group 
Meeting 

   2nd Thursday 
10 am 

 

Caregivers’ Group    3rd Thursday 
6:30 to 8:30 pm 

 

Book Club    4th Thursday 
6:30 to 8:30 pm 

 

Birthday Party   3rd Wednesday 
11:30 to 12:15 pm 

Cake, gifts & games 

  

Dinner Club 
Call for details! 

     

Activity Schedule is subject to change!  Please contact the Center for details  412-795-2330 

Many seniors are missing out on at least one benefit to which they are entitled.  Earlene 
Wolfe, Information and Assistance Specialist at the Center, can help you make the right 
choice regarding supplemental insurance and tell you about other programs that may be 
available to you. 
 
For example:  TRANSPORTATION for seniors has changed on how seniors pay for his or her 
trips.  OPT and ACCESS Programs require that seniors create an ePurse Account!  An ePurse 
Account is an electronic account whereby seniors deposit money and when a trip is scheduled 
the money for the ride is automatically deducted from the account.  No more tickets!!  For 
more information contact the Plum Senior Community Center at 412-795-2339 or ACCESS 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS at 650 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15222 or call (412) 562
-5353.   The deadline for the transition from tickets to ePurse is March 1, 2013. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE!! 
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CENTER RENTAL: The Plum Senior Communi-

ty Center is available to rent for your next 

special occasion.  Contact Earlene Wolfe 

for details – 412-795-2339.   

LEGAL ASSISTANCE:  Please 

call the center for assistance  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE CENTER …. 

Wii Bowling 

Call the Center for details 412-795-2339 

 
 Daytime tai chi and Silver Salsa to be 

taught by Alice Knopfel . . . Days and times 
to be announced 

 
 Antique Appraisals 

 
 Better Business Bureau Speaker Series 

 
 Three Rivers Casino Trip (February) 

 
 Mahjong is scheduled for Fridays at 1:00 

A new line dancing class will be 
starting in February!  Classes will be 
held on Thursdays from 10 to 11 
am.  The cost for each class is $2.   

Plum Senor Com-
munity Craft 

Show  
 

April 28, 2013 

Pittsburgh Symphony, “My Funny Valentine” (February 
7-10th) and the “Wizard of Oz” (March 4—17th). Exact 
dates, times and prices will be announced as soon as 
the information is available. 

Valentine’s Day 

Party 

February 14th 

11 am to 1 pm 

Celebrate Fat Tuesday,  
February 12th  

 with a Pancake Breakfast  
at the Center from  

9 am to 10:30 am  

If your birthday is in February 

join us on February 20th to 

celebrate!  Call to make your 

lunch reservation 
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We hope you enjoyed “The Pulse of Plum”….Plum Borough’s first electronic newsletter! 

Email your comments/suggestions to mcostanza@plumboro.com 

More from the Plum Senior Community Center... 

We are in need of currently-licensed nurses to take blood 
pressure readings on a weekly or bi-weekly basis at the    
Senior Center.  If interested in volunteering your time with 
us, please contact Melanie at 412- 795-2339. 

 
Activities Assistant – We are looking for someone who is  
interested in playing games with our members, assisting with        
special parties and programs.  This is a great and fun way to in-
teract with our members while helping to create a more dynamic 
and social atmosphere.  If interested, please call Melanie 
Parente, Program Coordinator at 412-795-2339 at ext. 107. 

 
We are in need of “cooks” at the Café at the Center.  Anyone in-
terested please contact Toni Franco at 412-795-2339. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS  

 The Plum Community Center has “community service hours” available for   

anyone in the Community who would like to volunteer at the Center.  For     

example, many of our high school students have fulfilled class assignments 

by volunteering their time to our seniors.  We have various types of projects 

for the volunteers.  please contact us at 412-795-2330 several days prior to 

“community service” requirement dates – we truly appreciate the help! 

THANK YOU AND RECOGNITION FROM THE SENIOR CENTER:   

A big thank you goes out to the Plum Borough Teacher’s Association for making Sugar Plum 
Days a great success at the Center!  It was a great evening and we served approximately 100 
children that night.  We look forward to working with them again next year!  
 
Thank you also to all the wonderful schools and organizations in Plum for sending in treats, 
decorations, and goodies for the seniors in our area.  The generosity of the children in Plum is 
exceptional and we can all learn from their examples of volunteerism. 
 
We would also like to thank the Plum High School Art Department (Mrs. Pieper & Mr. Swog-
ger’s class)  for displaying the amazing art and photography work in the Center’s Community 
Room.  So many people commented on the amazing talent of our students and several offers 
were made to purchase a variety of pieces! 


